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April 12-18 has been designated
National Library Week for 1959.

This second,. greatly expanded
national reading program is aimed

‘at reinforcing the tremendous

interest generated by the first cele-
bration of NLW in March, 1958.

- Emphasizing the rewardsof
reading for fun, knowledge and ad-

vancement, the theme "Wake up and

Read" will once again be a commu-
nity effort in individualcities, towns
and villages throughout the United
States where citizens of all occupa-
tions will unite in a campaignto

encourage reading--in homes,
schools, churches, businesses and
civic centers.

Sponsored by the National Book
Committee, Inc., in cooperation
with the American Library Associ-
ation, the first National Library

Week enlisted the active support of -

over 5,000 communities* whose
wide variety of activities resulted
locally in: new gains in registration,
- new friends for libraries .and books .
and reading of all kinds. - According .- -
" to an official National Book Commit-
tee report National Library Week =
"awakened a sense of personal need . ... ..
'as well as a responsibility for the
status of reading in the community. "

The West Virginia étate chair-
man is Robert R. Tincher, vice-
president and general manager of
WHTN-TV Huntington.

Harold W. Apel librarian of
Marshall College, is the executive
director.

A state committee has been
appointed and announcement of its
membership will be forthcoming.
Civic, cultural, and fraternal organ-, . .
izations, business groups and labor

unions are represented on the com-
mittee.

“FOR A BETTER-READ
BETTER-INFORMED AMERI(IA"
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National Library Week
April 12-18, 1959



The West Virginia Committee
for National Library Week has
three main jobs: (1) to assess the
opportunities and objectives of
National Library WwWe€ ek state wide
and coordirate plans 258 fully as
possible toward their development,
(2) to provide a clearing house for
the problems and plans of the local

. committees, helping them to share

‘;deas and information and providing

liaison betw"eyen' them and the Natiozal
Library Wgaék headgquarters and (3).

" to initiate activities at state level
that will help to develop channels
‘for support and stimulation of pro—

grams in the local committees.

In explaining the aims of the
1959 expanded program the State
Committee said: '"We want to heigh-
ten the national reading interest in
reading, and shorten the step from
curiosity to conduct--by encourag-

- ing people to visit a library, & book-

shop, & newsstand. That step may

_ be short, but it can lead to new fron-

tiers for millions. "

Organization Handbooks have
been mailed to all of the librarians
in West Virginia and to chairmend
Board Trustees. The initiative in
forming a local N LW committee
must be taken by the librarians in
each community. NLW isapro-
gram in which librarians from all
kinds of libraries should be involved
but someone must take the important
first step of getting the others to-
gether in planning. The Director is
urging that local committees be

formed immediately, and the names

of these personsbe forwarded tohim.

The Library Commission is en-

closing a poster, & ¢

ounter card and

200 bookmarks for use by your publi
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library Additional

itemsmay be

ordered from the en
Handbook which you
from Mr. Apel.
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HIGHLIGHTS from the first NATIONAL LIBRARY WEEK
as observed in West Virginia in 1958

SUTTON - 2 PTA sponsored Book‘Fair' ... WELLSBURG - Awards Dinner honoring =

,vol'unteer librarians ... Oldest book contest .. . Displays in stOreskand'banks s

HUNTINGTON - Book contests for smallest, largest, o"lde st books ... School posfer ’

contests ... Special book dlsplavs: ih’public and school libraries ... TV reqﬁes't for

i glft books netted 1500 books and $300 in cash ... KE.NOVA' - author Jesse Stuart
- attended Open House and autoglaphed nis own books with, p‘roceed@s‘ff‘om the book

sales goinc for purchase of children’s books for the 1ibrar’y ‘ ALPHA REGIONAL‘ ‘

LIBR_ARY Full newspaper coverage in papers in the flve coun’ue: : 4u’se of official

‘poster‘s Ce special displays in all 1ibraries . NEW CUMBERLAND - 132 books

glven to the Swaney Memomal Public Library bv organlzatmns and 1nd1v1duals .
MOOREFIELD - Lions Club visited hbrarv after a regula.r meetmg with open house

refreshments served by the Ladies of the Lious ... 230th child r-gs~é2ring during the

‘week received book prize ... LOGAN - Book Fair with special entertainment two

nights ... MOUNDSVILLE - 'Books‘ given by AAUW displayed ... High School librar-

fans )ooa club field trip to West Virginia Univers.ity Library ... NEW HAVEN -

Book exhibits in stores to tie-in with »_rrier'chand’ise ... WHEELING - Founders' Day
Tea at the Ohio Cyount:y‘ Public Library ... Sears R.oebuck»loaned complete store

window for shelves of library books, with librarian on hand to check out the books ..

. Book Fair in'the High School .., Visits to 1ibrar'y'by Scout troops and library clubs .

Exhibit of paintings by Sara Metzner Boal ... Members of Boarbd of Trustees
scheduled to speak on radio and TV ... Picture book party, with children dressed

as book characfers ... FAJRMONT - JCs and Woman's Club conducted drive for

$600 to redecorate Marion County Public Library ... BECKLEY - Newspaper series
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on '""What the Library Means to Me'' sponsored by the Raleigh County ‘Public Library,

with 2 men, 2 women, 1 boy, 1 girl as guest writers ... Oldest book contests .

HARRISON UPSHUR - Regwnal librarian sent letter of thanks to each custodian of

, 'small community book deposits .. WOOD COUNTY Washlngton Bottom Log Cabin

Library had pegeant recreating activities of George Washington in 1770 ... HINTON -

B ook dona.tions cen ‘CLAR.KSBURG - Special disple.ys and story hours ... MORGAN-— _

- TOWN - Downtown dlsplays arrange by 1oca1 orgamzatmns, 1nc1ud1ng d1sp1ay of books by
. West V1rgm1a authors, rehglous books, books for chlldreﬁ, for adults ', - BLUEFIELD
'»Received glft':subscrlptlons to several magazmes, fo'I"he New Yorl_c T;mes, and new

: "glft books ”of the lerary s choice' .. GRAFTON — Di'spllayed‘new and ueeful re-

| _ference books 1n store wmdow . WEIRTON Many glfts to new Mary H. Weir .

Library 1nc1uded $292 for newspaper and magazme subscr1pt10ns for the year from
the Elks, and complete set of the Cathohc Encyclopedla by the nghts of Columbus ...
WELCH - Poster contest, based on theme ”Well read, Better informed Americall,

sponsored by the Woman's Club ... Series of newspaper articles by citizens, on be-

jhalf of the McDowell County Pubhc L1brary ~WILLIAMSON - Editor did series

of newspaper articles on service, facilities and needs of the Wllhamson Public

Library e RAVENSWOOD - J'unio:; Woman's Club hailLibrary Tea and Tag Day,
netting $100 for purchase of library furniture and equipment. ..

(In addition, Amnesty ‘Week on fines :and overdue books was observed in many

‘ libraries ... many mayors issued official NATIONAL LIBRARY»WEEK»pro-
" clamations ... many librarians worked awfully hard, but felt it was worthwhile--

‘and are ready to do it again April 12-18, 1959. Please see your National Library

8
Week Organization Handbook for more good ideas for programs and publicity. )



